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hab beex. my conſtant Courſe for ſome Manths, to preach way 
Sunday ke a the whole Epiſtle for rhe Day, or ſome partof v#, 
And finding I mas commanded in the Brief for the perſecuted pro- 
hanrin France, (which was brought me in the Week before rhe Fourth 
F Sunday's» Lent) ro publifh it the next 'Sunday 3" ae WAs 10 
$ rei ater worted comrſe, in —y 20'my 10 ny par Subjeft mhich 
Ent ſt with that Occaſion. The Patrick, in rn; ra Epiſtle 
T Pedeatory before by _— ad before the Lord Mayor, &c. the 
21 Sunday after Trinity, 1680, 'aſeribes his being direfted ro the Sub- 

t he then preached on, wor fo hard ro bis own Prudence, as a kind of 
Divine Providence ; becauſe having objervegt thes ſame Comnrſe that 
She, be did not on that Orcafion go Dir of his way to meet with a 
| firing Argument. Whether port will put 'the ſame ConStyuttion on 
ng, or not, 1 neither know, nor care. But 1 think 1 may truly 
, [ have aſconrſed on this Text with 2 Freedoin' which Fr: nk 2 
Cir tran, and particularly a true Son of the Church of England. 
"ſt may be ſome who pretend to the Church, will tak exception at this 


cans under ſt ſtand how a Man can except againſt ty} 

| 5 aga iyf fave Diflentery, a! yo! (FORT a WIR 

{ It hk it £5 n0t of-any moment what" ſh either ſay 

$3 Keg them y Ao 7 fatisfaltson, if heycor Rpt fred 
and lucid Intervals, Twill, amongſt t Hiſfetees 1 


mg mention for this end, offer theſe few to therr Conſider ation. * 
' 1, I could never yet underſtand that Con rmity 4d oblige any than 


why aſide alt Bowels of Compaſſion. 1Vay, I ar fare, to cand 
4. /asfie men with Reaſon, ard Ebumrili y, Genet, nd Mk is 
Chriftian, and rends to the of particular p 


le Churches, How much of Fiercemeſs _ Golence there is im 

mop eſpecially ally if countenanced by the Principles of of that or fugfen TE 
here is of ſome Infernal and Devilliſh mixtuyein wr, ©) 1, 

2, Thoſe do generally decry and profecure Difſenters with with pre 
un, and virulence, are preate#t Strangers wht then. The 

q wow 10 more of them, than they fearn Fm fone flea i | 
Obſervator or other. 4 

3- They are commonly ignorant of the State 0 the Controverſy 
miztus and the Dille nters. The true Reaſon w perro Inc 

A 2 


Sermon ; for there are ſome ſo ſhallow, and of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, 
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To the Reader; - =! lk. 4 
in Conformiſts do «ſe thoſe particular Ceremonies which art enim F- 
becauſe they are ſatisfied they gome under the general Rule giventy ther4. Þ 
poſtle,viz.that all things be done decently and in order..-Andile tug. 
ſon why they obſerve no other Rites and Cerem ies, (whilſt is muſh Y » 

acknowledged there are others every whit as orderly and decent in-thew. Þ - 

ſelves as theſe is, becauſe theſe alone are enjoyned by an Authority,chy or © | 
perſwaded,has Power to interpoſe in theſe 1 Nays now if others 6a |. ( 
break, the general Rule given by the Apoſtle, but that a fred  \ 

þ van how rnas in theſe things,zs one part of theLi tythey are co = 7 

ded to itand faſt in,why po we quarrel with, andproſecute them?e y b. 
cially whilſt they acknowledge that it pertains to Authority to taks mig 
of them who are Indecent, and Diſorderly in their Worſkip. 1s ir 
enough that we may-aft according to our own more. minute Perſwalign 

and have the Countenance and Incouragement of theſe in Power, bum 
anuſt ruine and oppreſs them who will not-truckle #0 our Fancies ?. 2. x 

4.1 have had the Opportunity to be acquainted both with Confarnily®- 
and Nonconformiſts. And as I acknowledge I have great cauſe toll » 
God for the worthy Labours,and exemplary Lives of very manyinis i” 
Church of England, ſo I ought to give others their due. And thus Tf > 
ſay,thas thoſe of the Diſſenters whom I have been acquainted withhaeY 

been men of greatLearning,exemplaryPiety,ſtriftDevotion,andext - A 
ordinary Loyalty ; 4en who have fn diligent Attenders on Godt + 
PR Ordinances exnnentlyReligions in their Families, who havehadd + © 

great regard to Conſcience in all the parts of their Converſation wahMiih 
, \ They have neither been Haunters of [ averns,nor obſcene and looſe nu 
Diſcourſe, nor have they been guilty of ſitting Days and Nights @ Cau'Y 
. and Dice, Inaced 7c e been Perſons that could not be juſtly bland 
for any thing, but that vhey had ſtraiter Notions concerning humany 

.. Impolitions #2 rhe Service of God, than we Confarmilts have, - 
Mc. Huni's 414 4 very learnedGentleman has upon ke iven a very jp 
Appendix 47d good Reaſon of this. He expreſſeth himſelf in theſe Words, | thu 
te his Ar+ this their Scrupuloſity may be of God, and that ſome men are by 
gument him framed to it,that he hath provided it asa Bar and Obſtacle 
for By%- the Natures and Complexion of ſome devout Men , againtayY 
oy in Innovations whatſoeyer, that dangerons ones may not cal upa 
Capital " the Church, for the better maintaining the Simplicity and Pun 

Cauſes in of Chriſtian Religion and Workhip. un, 
| Parliam. Jf after allthis, any remain unſatisfied, they may ſeth Satisf ain 
44 84 where they pleaſe, for Sa, Bolde. 4 
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" Þ Galatians 4. Vele 29. 
v, 


By But as then He that was born after the Fleſb per* 
= ſecuted Him that was born after the Spirit, 
T . even {o it is now. 


Here were ſome even in the Apoſtles days, who 
laboured what they could - to hinder the -progrefs 
of the Goſpel, by Preaching up the necellity of 
the Jewiſh Law. Theſe having inſfinuated them- - 
. ſelves into the Churches of Galatis, had infefted 
many of thoſe Chriſtians with their poyſonous and falſe Do- 
Qrines : For though they did not openly declare themſelves Ene- 
mies to the Goſpel, yet they did ſupplant it as to its power and 
efficacy; by aledging its inſufficiency alone, and the neceſſity of 
*  »theirbeing Circumciſed, and embracing thoſe old Rules God - 

-* anciently inforced under the former diſpenſation. They knew if 
= a leayen andcorrupt them with theſeFrinciples,;they did -. 
at firſt fo ſpeciouſly diſplay, it wopld not be long be _— 
: y 


(2) "RN 
ſhould entirely undermine that Foundation the Apoſtles had lid 
amonglt them. For however innocent their Pretences might ſeen 
at firit, it is clear St Paul perceived the conſequence would he 
dangerous. Chriſt will not wh you at all, Gal. 5, 2. 

For this cauſe 1t 15 he doth labour with them ſo earneſtly, and 
uſeth ſuch variery of Arguments to ſecure them-from givis 
place any further to thoſe falſe and pernicious Teachers, ul 
ro convince them of their Error and Fault, in giving way unto 
them at all. 

Amongſt other Arguments, he urgeth the different ſtatemen are 
in when under the Goſpel, from that they were in when under the 
Law:And that the Law was primarily deſigned only to prepare 
and fit Men for the Goſpel, but not to continue in the ſame Place 
and Power after, as betore ; no more than he that being arrived 
to ripe and full years, is bound to continue under their Tutorage 
who had the care of him in his Minority, Gal. 4. 1. 

He afterwards proceeds to argue with them from the Naturedf 
that Law they are ſo deſirous to be under, ver. 21. And then er 
plains himſelf by a Similitude of Abraham's two Sons 3 ſhew- 
ing there iz. as great a difterence between thoſe who are under; 
Coſpel State, and them that are under the Law, as between that 
Son which was his Natural Child, and that which was conferred 


on him by the ſpecial Promiſe and powerful Interpoſition of Gods &. 


particular Bleſſing. 

And thus he takes occaſion to refleft on the great Alteration 
that was wrought amongſt them, ſince they did liſten to, and er- 
tertain theſe falſe and deceiving Apoſtles ; and does, as it were, 
tell them, it was no wonder they ſhould thus vary, and that they 
ſhould now approve ways of Severity towards Chriſt's Apoſtles 
and Followers, ſeeing they did receive and adhere to them that 
were directly contrary to Chrilts Miniſters and Servants. Com- 
pare, Gal. 4.-14. If. with this 29. v. It is no more than what 
hath fallen out in all Ages of the World. The Servants of 
tan, and Enemies of true Godlinefs, have always been for Perſe 
cuting the faithful and obedient Children of God. And it ſeems 
by this Epiſtle, t@be the eſpecial and peculiar Charafter of them 
that are irreligiouſly and immoderately hot and zealous about 


Ceremonies, to be the greateſt Perſecutors of thoſe who are an 
| jous 
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| (3) 
pious and Conſcientious. Look through all the Scriptures, nay, 
look through all the Ages of the Church, you ſhall generally find 
that thoſe who were molt for the Perſecution of others on the ac- 
count of ſome Indifferences relating to Religion, were, very wick- 
ed Superſtitious'men 3 men that were inordinately Zealous for, 
and fond of ſome outward Ceremonies. Now if a fondneſs for 
any Ceremonies would maintain and juſtifie Mens perſecution of 
others who cannot approve their Fopperies, one would think 
theſe Teachers who were crept in amonglt the Galatians ſhould 
be excuſed, becauſe they preſt only thoſe things that had former- 
ly been of Divine appointment : For, He that came to take away 


 togallthe Necks of bis Diſciples with another gn ſtead of it, But here 
we ſee how dangerous it is to give our ſelves too great a Liberty 
in admiring any bare external and accidental Appendage to Re- 
ligion. Satan doth ſuddenly ſtrike in on ſuch Occaſions , and 
doth ſo powerfully affeft mens minds with ſome ſtrange Appre- 
henſions of the Beauty, Excellency, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſlity of 
theſe things, they are quite taken off from minding the inward 
Part and Soul of Religion. And by this means they come to lay 
out all their Zeal about theſe trifling and worthleſs Parts, they 
even ſtarve. their own Souls, by a conſtant feaſting on theſe mecr 
Husks,and do what they can to deſtroy others Souls, at lealt their 
Bodies, by perſecuting them, if they will not conceive and believe 
as well of theſe things, as they do. It is a very ſhrewd Sign 
and token that a Man 1s a wicked unregenerate Man, if he bz of a 
herce and perſecuting Temper ; if he be prone to endeavour to 
Ruine and Trouble, or further the Vexation and Diſturbance of 
ſerious Pious People, only becauſe they cannot be as Ceremoni- 
Ons as he is. 

He that was born after the Fleſh, &c. ] The words do immedi- 
ately relate to the Sons of Abram: Iſmael is He that was born 
after the Fleſh, viz. In a meer natural ordinary way. Now, as he 
it Perſecute, and Mock, and Deride, and Inſult oyer 1/aas , who 
m4 born after the Spirit, viz. who was the Son of the Promiſe, and 
morder towhoſe Birth there was the Exerting a Divine Power 
in the accompliſhing of that Promiſe which was made to Abraham, 
when both. he. and Sarah were paſt Hopes, and naturally w__ 

| e: 
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inſupportable Yoke of Jewiſh Ceremonies, certainly did never intend to Irenic. 
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ble of having Children, /o :t is now, viz. Even ſo thoſe in the : 


Days, who are of the Seed of Abraham, that pretend they have 
him for their Father, and are outwardly Jews, or that pretend 
themſelves ſo out of ſervile Compliance, do perſecute themthat 
are born after the Spirit ; that is, thoſe who are the Children of 
the Promiſe, the Seed of Abraham, truly ſo called in a Religious 
Senſe, who ſucceed him in his Faith. 

The Jews did very much boaſt of, and lay an extraordinary 
ſtreſs on their being the Seed of Abraham ; they placed moſt of 
their Religion on this, and thought it a ſufficient Plea for then- 
ſelves on all Occaſions, and an effeCtual Security from thoſe Judg- 
ments that were ſometimes threatned againſt them ; and therefore 


we find the Holy men ip Scripture [often labouring to Convince ' 


them what a Sandy Foundation they did build upon, Marth. 3, g, 
John, 8. 39. Rom. 4. 12, 139 14. It is indeed a great Mercy tobe 
Born of Pious and Religious Parents; Thoſe Parents that havea 
great Familiarity and intereſt with God, have uſually a great 
Treaſury and Portion of Bleſſings laid up with God for their Po- 
ſterity, Exod. 20. 6. But People may lay too great a ſtreſs on 
this outward Priviledge ; and if Children do not labour to walk 
in the Steps of Religious and Gracious Parents, but de 
wholly on their Predeceſlors Holineſs, they will be fearfully ms 
ſtaken ar laſt. 


He that was born after the Fleſh, &c. 


He that 1s a looſe, wicked, Unregenerate, Carnal Perſon, isfor 
Perſecuting and Undoing him that 1s born after the Spirit, hin 
that is ſerious, Holy, Strict, and Conſcientious ; thus it has been, 
and thus it 1s. I will ſumup all into this Propoſition. 

Wicked, Unregenerate Men, always have been, and ſtill are for 
Perſecuting Holy, Religious, Spiritual Men. Look through al 
the Books both of Old and New Teſtament, nay, look through 
all Hiſtory, and you will ſtill find, where ever you meet with Per- 
Kcution, that it was carried on by the DeviPs Agents, by Wicket 
Lewd Men, againſt Holy and Righteous Men. Obſerve the 
Charadters every where of Informers and Perſecutors, and ſeit 
they have not been branded with ſome notorious and hateful 
Wickedneſs. [ 
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' {Indeed Men can ſcarce arrive to ſuch a height of \Vickedneſs 

gs this-is, till they have by the habitual Exerciſe of other Crimes 
ſeared their-Conſciences, and are become ſo inſenſible, that all the 
commendable Notions and Sentiments that do uſually accompa- 
ny Mankind, are loſt and eradicated out of their Breaſts. 

Conſider theſe few Inſtances of Perſecutors as they now oc- 
cur, and then ſee whether all others be not of the ſame Com- 
plexion, What an obdurate Caitiff and Villain was Cain, that 

ew his own Brother, becauſe more Holy, and conſequently bet- 

ter accepted with God than he was ? What a vile CharaCter is 
Iſmaclall along repreſented under to us ? Were not they Drunk- 
ards that were againſt David , and made Songs of him ? What 
were the falſe Prophets that ſet themſelves againſt A4caiab ? were 
they notſuch as did Propheſie Lies £ Who where thoſe that were 
for the Burning the three Children ? And for the caſting of 
Daniel into the Lions Den ? Were they not all Flattering and 
Abominable Idolaters 2 What was J«das that Betrayed Chriſt, 
that Informed the- High Prieſt and Scribes againſt his Maſter the 
Son of God ? Was he not a Covetous Mercenary Son of PerdF 
tion ? What were thoſe that ſwore, and gave Evidence againſt 
Chriſt ? were they not a couple of Perjured Miſcreants ? And 
if you ſearch and inquire, you will find all Informers againſt, and 
Perſecutors of the-Juſt and Holy, to be of the ſame Stamp. Are 
not the Informers and Perſecutors of our Days like- to thoſe that 
were before them ? Is it notevident to all, that they are notori- 
ous for Perjury, Falſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Prophane 
and common Swearing ? Are there any more regardleſs of the 
Lords Day, more Irreligious and Obſcene in their Diſcourſe, 
more Vile, Contemptible and baſe in the Eye and Opinion of e- 
very Honeſt, Pious, Good, or Sober Perſon ? Are there any ſoun- 
_ Falſe, ſo exorbitantly Vicious, Lewd, and auch'd 
as they { 

Now Chrift and Religion do not allow of Perſecutions, of 
Troubling and Vexing, of Ruining and Undoing any Man, for 
little Indifferences, much leſs for 'Truth and Holineſs. They are 
for Advancing and Propagating Holineſs, and Peace, and Love, 
and Condeſcention, 1/.. 42. +2. 3. Chriſt came / not ' to deſtroy 
| but to fave Mens Liyesz and ſharply rebukes his Diſciples whe 
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they yould have called for Fire from Heaven to 
maritans : It is a ſure token Men are Enemies to Qhriſt and Re. 
ligion,when they are of a perſecuting Spiri-. 1t hath always bee 
the great Chara:ter and Glory of the Chri tian Religion , that 
where-ever 1t came, it did promote and further Quietaefs, and 
Peace, and Loye, and Brotherly Kindneſs; and did baniſh Wrath 
and Fury, and Malice, and every hateful ' and hurtful Diſpoſition 
and Inclination. It was always thus, till Popery got ſome power 
in the World, and then more barbarous Villanies and outragions 
Cruelties were perpetrated under this Name, than were knownto 
the World before. And if it be carefully obſerved, you ſal 
find, that 1n all Ages, thoſe who have bzen moſt for cruel Methods 
_ them that differ from them , have had moſt of the Spirit 
of Popery in themz and it is deplorably apparent, that now in 
our days,they who appear moſt vigorous and ative in Proſecuting 
thoſe Proteſtants who differ from others in ſome accidental Mat- 
ters, have a great affection for Popery, aud are haſtening towards 
Rome as faſt as they can. 
* That the following part of my Diſcourſe may be as plain ard 
eaſic to you as poſtible , I will reduce what I deſign to fay on thi 
Subject to theſe following Heads. 1. I will tell you what Perſe 
cution is. 2. Name more particularly the Charatters of then 
that are Perſecutors. 3. Shew you whence it is that Wicked 
Men are ſo violently ſet againſt the Godly. 4. 1 will make fone 
brief Application of the whole. 

I am firſt of all to tell you what Perſecution is. And its a 
endeavouring to Trouble, Moleſt, Diſturb, K4ull or any way Hurt 
and Injure another Perſon on ſome Religious account, Every 
Proſecution of a Perſon, is' not properly Perſecution, 'but only 
when it is grounded on ſome Religious Aﬀair. A Man nay be 
guilty of Sin in proſecuting another upon Civil account, but ths 
Sin comes under another Denomination, as Oppreſlion, Injuſtice, 
unpeaceable Brangling, &c. Now Perſecution is much-whatthe 
fame in Religion, that Oppreſlion is in Civils. When Men wil 
notfuffer others to enjoy that Liberty, and thoſe Rights in Relig- 
on, which either Nature or Revelation. do allow them; but wil 
be ſevere againſt them, if in every accidental Matter they will 
nok be juſt of their mind ; When Men do hale others @ Trib 
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;, and procure them either to bePunuſhed in; their Bodies, or 
_ (Argon ; or to be deprived of their Lives , or Civit 
Liberties, becauſe they either perform ſome Duty G&d has ex- 

y Commanded, in a way they do not. approve or becauſe: 
they will not Conſent to, Embrace, and Comply with thoſe De- 
terminations they have juſt reaſon to Believe are Sinful. Whilſt 
Menare not openly Wicked, but tho not free: from common In- 

'Frmities, which do unavoidably accompany: humane Nature in 
this frail Eſtate, yet free from Groſs and Scandalous fins , whilſt 
they deny not any Doctrine of Chriltianity, nor diyulge any Te- 
netto the Prejudice of Chriſtianity, nor do. any way endeavour 
todiſturb the Peace of the Government under which they live; 

they have a right to a peaceable and quiet Reſidence, and ought 
tobe free from- any Moleſtation, tho they cannot 1n every acci- 

dental thing attain to the ſame Latitude with others. Whoe- 

ver goes about to Diſturb and Injure, or Contract on ſuch as theſe, 

Fines, or other Puniſhments, becauſe they cannot receive and com-. 
ply with thoſe ſupernumerary Conceits ſome: do too much pleaſe 

themſelves with, and preſs with too much warmth on others, are . 
too liable to this heavy Charge of Perſecution: And if we on- 
ly conſider what it is they are ſo concerned'for, we may ſee too 

much reaſon to conclude, they have no- great Portion of Com- 

mendable Properties. Wherefore 1 will now proceed to the 


Second Point, which 1s to account to you ſome of "their Chara- Secondly... 


ters more particularly, or toſhew you what kind'of ' People Per- 
ſecutors generally are. They are commonly obſery*d to be the 
worſt, and moſt Brutiſh, and Degenerate part of Mankind; Con- 
ſult others, Read Hiſtories, or conſider what you may Lear 
from your own Obſervation ; you will find them to come-general- 
ly under ſome very Scandalous, and Offenſive-Charafters. They 
are uſually taken to be the very Peſt of Society. It is almoſt as 
dangerous to live amongſt them, as amongſt the Wild and: Sa+ 
vage Beaſts of the Deſart. They are a ſort of Tygers and(Li- 
ons,, the moſt Ravenous Beaſts of Prey, with humane Viſages: 
Were the Pythagorean Notion of the Tranſmigration of Souls 
received, the whole-World:would then conclude- them nothing 

humane Carcaſes ated with Wolviſh Breath. More parti- 
cularly they have ſome or all of theſe Characters and- Qualities 
attending them, B 2 1, They 


John 16.2, 
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1. They are Men of a very Superſtitious, Blind, an 

Zeal. And there is no one thing that makes Men OE 
bleand Troubleſom,, than undue and miſtaken. Zeal. It I$ like 
Fire when. it meets with Gunpowder and other combuſtible Mat- 
ter ; It devours all before it, and its Flam:s b:come unquench- 
able. Superſtitious Bigots place Religion in things that are at 
beſt but bare. humane Inventions, many times pure Diabolica 
Suggeſtions; and- then Satan to ingult them further, doth {6 
excite and 1rritate them, they contend. and ſtrive for theſe things 
as. if Heaven, Soul, and-Eternity were all at ſtake, Hence it is 
they repreſent all that are. not. of. their Way and Mind, as the 
greateſt Criminals and Malefattors.. No ſooner do Men place 
Religion. where God placeth none, but Satan obtains a oreat 
Power and. Influence. over them, and at laſt hurries them head- 
long into ſtrange and- wild Extravagances-in the. Defence and 
for. the Propagation of thoſe Points. Theſe are uſually the moſt 
herce and barbarous of all other People. For it. is uſually obſer- 
ved, that Superſtitious Men are very fearful, and that the great- 
elt. Cowards are moſt Revengeful-and Cruel, if they obtain an 
Advantage. PauPs blind Zeal- made him a Perſecutor : He 4d 
:t. Ionorantly. And our Saviour tells us of ſome that would kil- 
and.murder Men, and flatter themſelves with a Perſwaſion that 
they were therein doing God and Religion good Service. 

2.. They are Men of inſufferable Pride and Malice z there i 
an. abſolute Neceſlity that ſome degree of that Popilh-Cotcet 
of Infallibility ſhould prevail in- all that are Perſecutors, .to re- 
concile themſelves to their own Practices : For. who can be ſ0ab- 
ſurd. and fooliſh, as to endeayour to ruine. others, becauſe they 
will not Believe or Practiſe what they themſelves do. acknowledy 
they are not fo.certain concerning, bat that it is poſſible they may 
be in an Errour and Miſtake ? Thoſe who are Perſecutors does: 

& all ſhould yield tothem, and take them for Oracles ; and 
if they. be not thus received, they think the Afront is gu 1% 
to be.endured, and therefore muſt be Revenged, Malice and Re- 
venge hath generally. a very great Influence on all Perſecutions 
Your.Perſecutors are ufually People. of a Haughty, Curſt, and 
Poiſonous Nature, they love: to be doing Evil ; Their Deligit 
is to Hart and Offend them, with whom God 1s pleaſed. T beyar 

can 


__ (9) 

cnker'd and ul natured, and never- pleaſed but when they have 
a opportunity to intrap, and make the Jmocent fall. They 
annot bear ContradiCtion. Zedekzah was ſo impatient of Con- 
tradition, he no ſooner hears Afcazah bring a different Meſſage 


the other Prophets , but he falls upon Aficaiah, and Buffets 24 


2 They are Men of deſperate and broken Fortunes , or elſe 
et Worſhippers of Adammon., They do commonly take up 
hforming, and Swearing, and Perſecuting as a Trade to live by. 
They ſcarce know how to ſubſilt but by Preying on the Wealth, 
and Eſtates, and Goods, of thoſe honeſt, ſober, religious People 
they do Inform and Swear againſt, Men that are ſo lazy, they 
cannot Work ; ſo luxurious, they have not wherewithal to main- 
tain their Lults z and of- ſo 11] and blaſted a Fame and Reputati- 
0n; none dares truſt them. Theſe are indeed a fit fort of Peo- 
ple to Perſecute the Righteous : They cannot Live unleſs ſome 
or other fall by their means. There are two ſorts of moſt- abo- 
minable and wicked Ways, Men have found ont to maintain 
themſelves,and feed their Luſts by - The one is Robbing on the- 
Aigh-way, and the other is Informing againſt, and Perſecuting 
the Righteous. Now thoſe that apply to the latter Way, are 
the moſt Infamous of the two ; for as they are wicked enough, 
tocommit as great Villanies as the other dares, ſo they have nor 
+ Courage to adventure on ſuch dangerous Courſes, and to expoſe 
themſelves to ſo much Hazzard for a Livelihood as the other do. 
They think it eaſter to Swear, than HeCtor and afright Men out 
of what they have. The wiſe Man ſeems to give a very lively 
Deſcription of theſe People, in Prov. 4. 16. 17, They ſleep not 
except they have done 1M; [thief and their ſleep is taken away , unleſs 
they cauſe ſome to fall ; for they eat the Bread of Wickedneſs, and drink, 

the Wine of Violence. 

If there be any Perſecutors whoſe Fortunes are not altogether 

ſo deſpicable and ſmall, they are ſach as make. 444mmon their 

God'; The Hopes of getting Wealth doth -very powerfully 

| lritate them to what they do. Was it not thirty pieces of Sit- 
ver that made J#das- betray his Maſter ?. What is the Reaſon 

Snners do excite one another to wait for Blood, and to lurk, privix 


Ly 


from his, and diſcover how a lying Spirit was in the Mouths of 1 Xing.22.- 


Thirdly. 


2k}. 


Four thiy. 


Prov.1.115 by for the Innocent without .Cauſe ? Is it not becauſe 


ſhall find all: precions Subſtance , and ſhall fill their Per 


Spotl ? 
4. They areextreamly profligate and ſcandalous in their 3; 
Men that are very looſe, prophane, and every way reakows) 


Such as are common Swearers, Drunkards, Whoremongers, ag | 


profeſſed Enemies to every thing that is Serious, Holy, and Goot 


Men that have proſtituted themſelves to.every Luſt and Wick. 


ednefſs, that have no more of Religion than an outward N 
being Atheiſts in their Hearts, and many times {in their Pre. 
feſlion. Such as think there is no Happineſs but what 
with Epicurws's Conceit , making their Belly their Godand mink 
ing nothing but the things of this World, Your ordinary fox 
iwornand perjur*d Wretches, are the People thot do moſttogs 
monly ſeek a lively-hood by being ſubborn'd to Swear againſt they 
that fear the Lord, They that never ſcruple to tear the Nameef 
God in pieces, and to affront their Maker on every turn, by 
king his Name in Vain, who emboſs every word they ſpeak yit 
ſome dreadful Oath or other , who dare impudently ſwear a hwy 
dred Oaths in an Hour, without any Provocation, theſe are th 
fitteſt Men to Inform and Swear againſt, and indeayour theirſy 
ine, who have a Religious and truly Conſcientious regard tot 
Name of God, and every thing on which he hath ſtampt his 
mage. No wonder ſuch as theſe ſhould ſolemaly devote at 
proſtitute their Souls to Hell, by ſwearing even fallly agaif 
others, when they have the Temptation and Incouragementd 
getting Wealth and Riches, ſince they are ſo accuſtomed tw# 
ont their Maker, they think they never ſpeak gentilely, unlk 
they ſet the moſt high God at utmoſt Defiance, and do in Wark 
at length Challenge him to Damn them. He that ſets himſelf 


part to Sathan's Service by indulging to all the Luſts of the Fla F 


that can boaſt of his Drunkenneſs, and Uncleannefs, of his fi 
quent Exceſſes, and every Days Debauch, that can unconcerned 
ly, or rather with Triumph, ſpeak of his Hopes and Deſires 
being Damn'd for ever, that defiles the Air he ſpeaks in, aid'& 
fends all he comes amongſt, with his pfodigious Oaths and Et 
crations : This Man is ready prepared, if an Occaſion do ollery 
ſelf, or can by any means be obtained, to ſwear-a __ '- 

$0 


\ 
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tea thatwill ordinarily endanger his Soul, andSwear for nothing, 
ailloch more do ſo, be it right or wrong , when he hath the 
Tenptation of Wealth , and it may be the Applauſe and Com- 
neadation of great Men for his Incouragement. . _ 

| Kaving given this account of the two firſt Particulars. I ſhall, 


w#- inquire whence 1t is that wicked Men are ſuch bitter agd 


{ | fl, furious, and unreconciliable Temper. | 
' F temies not only to God, but to one another alfo. And it is to 


| kit this Enmity is eſpecially ſet agaiaſt all goodneſs. 


ureterate Enemies againſt the Godly z Conſtant Experience 1s 
gundeniable Proof of the Truth of it z for no age hath paſſed, 
nt the worſt Men have been contriving and endeavouring to do 
fe Righteous ſome diſpleaſure. We need not conſult Hiſto- 
tes, to confirm what I am now treating of ; for we may every 
where take notice of the Deplorable Trath and Certainty of it 
amongſt our ſelves, But from amongſt the many Inſtances which 
gight be mentioned, as having ſome influence in, and concurring 
@this, 1 will only name theſe few. 

1, There is a deſperate and deadly Enmity againſt Godlineſs, 
ad fo againſt good Men, rooted deeply in the Nature of wick- 
Men. Ever ſince we loſt the Image of God, we are by Na- 
are the Children of Wrath, not only as we are ſubjett and liable 
tothe Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God, but as we are of a wrath- 
We are naturally E- 


k aſcribed. principally, rather wholly, to the wiſe Condut and 
Awvidence of God, that all Men are not conſtantly up 'is Arms,. 
ad always endeavouring the utter Extirpation one of another. 
When 
Man loſt Holineſs, he became a moſt violent Adverfary to it. 
Azyou obſerve , when a Man hath taſted of the good Word of 


| God, and the Powers of the World to come , if he Apoltatize, 


ke becomes the moſt V irulent and Implacable Enemy to it. Soit 

sKith Man naturally ſince the Fall, The Devils, that were ſuch 

jr and holy Angels, are now the greateſt haters of Holt 
, 


Wicked Men are of a Curſt, Envious, Malicious Texapgr, the 
ve.of a perſecuting;, Nature, and: have! a great deal of Say; 
0 their Temper ; they are againſt Holineſs ,; as being contzery 
Ptkzir Nature, and thus become fo violent againſt good _ 
00 


20s Man out 'of his Right, and himſelf-into it.. That: 


Thirdly, 


I, 


Heb.5.5,6:; 


6» "IN 
Look at any Creature, you will find it hath an averſion tows 
things which are of a contrary Nature,. and if there be anything 
of Wildneſs, and Cruelty, and Savageneſs intermixed, thenj 
is extraordinary violent againſt thoſe which are of the < 
Nature, But thofe things which have not ſuch a Savagenckis 
termixt, they only teſtify their averſion by a peaceable withirm. 
ing themſelves, not at all endeavouring the Deſtruttion or Hix 
of the other. This is very apparent in the Wolf and theLanh: 
They delight not in the Society one of another, but the 
though of ſo contrary a Nature to the Wolf, doth not ſeek th 
Life or hurt of the Wolf : but the Wolf is not ſatisfied butyit 
the total Deſtruction of the Lamb. Nor-is-this only becauſe th 
Wolf doth uſually prey and feed on fuch Creatures , forthy 
when the Hunger were fatisfhed, that rapacious and herceT 
would ceaſe. That Creature which is of a fierce and ravengy 
Nature, will deſtroy and kill not only out of neceſſity, butalh 
for Sport and Recreation. Thus Wicked Men they are of aca 
trary Nature to the Godly, and have much wildneſs andrays 
nouſneſs intermixed : They cannot ſleep nnleſs they make ſome tofd; 
.and therefore they are reſembled to, and ſet forth by thoſe Cre 
tures which are wholly ſet upon deſtroying the Harmleſs anti 
nocent. 1 hey lye lurking privily in their Den, that they may cachik 
Righteous. 

If you ask what the Reaſon is that the Righteous and Holyh 
not Perſecute the Wicked, as well as the Wicked do them, & 
Nature of each being equally contrary to each other ? I anſm, 
The Roughneſs and Severity of good Mens Natures 1s take+ 
way by that ſanctifying and altering Grace which is beſtoweda 
them, and for which they are ſo much hated by the other. Th 
new nature conferred on them, hath the harmleſneſs of theDot 
accompanying it. A ſanCtified Nature, fo far as under the Pow 
er and influence of Sanftification, hath no Hatred, nor Envy, t 
Malice, nor ay other Quality that is hurtful. It dares not but 


or hurt an Enemy. 
'.- And the true reaſon why ungodly Men do no more hurt totit 


Righteous, is becauſe God reſtrains them ; he puts b# 
their Noſe, and his Bridle tmo their Lips, and checks them, 


Contrariety cauſeth their Avyerſion to the Godly , beck ; 


fol ( 13 J 
YT that Fierceneſs which is intermixed, which cauſeth the Violence 
$f the Perſecution : as you ſee Tygers, Wolvyes, Lions, and 
kars,” do purſue, and kill, and devour Sheep, Lambs, ar:d othcr 
maocent and profitable Creatures ; and as Hawks and Kites do fly 
aer-and prey on Turtle Doves and Pidgeons : ſo do wicked, out- 
ragious, ungodly Men perſecute and tronble the Juſt ard Holy. 

2, Their Natural Enmity is very much increaſed and excited 
into att by very unjult Prejudices, which they imbibe and enter- 
tain with delight. A wicked perſecuting Perſog rejoyceth to 
hear of any thing which tends to the Defamation and Diſrepute 
of one that is truly Religious - He labours to ſpread and divulge 
abroad, and aggravates every miſtake, and almoſt unavoidable 
Iafrmity, repretenting it as an hideous and unpardonable Crime : 
Ney, he uſually attributes the Faults of ſome particular Perſons 
bthe whole Profeſſion, Thus the very Name of a Pious Man 1s 
(ious and inſupportable to him z andhe talks as virulently a- 
F gaalt, and defires as vehemently the utter Deſtruction of every 
Fane, how harmleſs, good, and Innocent ſoever, who comes under 
ach a Denomination, as againſt the vileſt Miſcreant and Crimi- 
inthe World, tho he never knew or heard of any Hurt by 
theone, or any good by the other. 

lt-may not be amiſs to take notice now of a Sin that prevails 
aceedingly at this time amongſt our ſelves; which is, that. we 
we diſputed our ſelves into ſo much Wrath, ſuch an Averſneſs 
KEnmity to one another, that Diſſenters, and thoſe who pre- 
kad to the Church, can ſcarce endure the Names of one another, 
ukſs fome diſgraceful and reproachful Term be annexed. Too 
Wny of them are become ſuch herce Adverfaries one againſt ano- 
er, that they have not only abandoned themſelves fromthe 
eniient Exerciſe of that Charity and mutual Forbearance com- 
non Chriſtianity doth very much enforce, but they do with too 
ch Appetite liſten and inquire after, and in ſtead of mourn- 
ug for, do rejoyce and almoſt triumph'in the Faults which par- 

x:Perfons on either fide are chargeable with z 'and which is 

| ov rye Fault, they are too frequent-in applying the Guilt 
F Jond its due extent. | 
J -57 this means do thoſe who are Corrtpt, Carnal, and Sen- 
gn each fide, labour to increaſe our -Anomoſties; =_ 

Bo: E make 


make our Divilions wider and more unhealable. 


Jer, £09.10, 
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But it is moſt of all deplorable, that the Malignity and Pj. 
ſon of this courſe, ſeems to diffuſe and ſpread it ſelf amongſt 
them who have given undeniable and prodigious Evidences of 
extraordinary Learning, and ſometimes of very great and defer. 
vedly imitable Moderation and Equanimity : Which diſcovers 
that when People do apply themſelves to advance any Party 
with undue Warmth, they forget to obſerve that Decorum, 
have formerly commended to the World, and are too eaſily indy 
wr to uſe the meaneſt Arts in depreſling the Cauſe they op 

e 

It is certainly yery unbecoming and unworthy of Menof grex 
Learning, Holineſs, and Gravity to indeavour to defame al 
that are of the contrary Perſwaſion, by ſuggeſting tothe Wark 
evil Surmiſes and Opinions concerning all in generaſ, by repan. 
ing infamous Stories which concern only ſome few in particular: 
for beſides the Injury they themſelves do by this Means to thok 
that are Innocent ; they both Countenance the unjait Methodz 
the worlt of Men do uſe in decrying thoſe they are againit, ad 
they furniſh them with Materials to carry on their Deſign, 

'T his hath been an ancient. Method People have ufed to rv 
venge themſelves on the Innocent, Report, ſay they, and we wil 
Report, Do but either ſtart any one Story that is real, with we. 
lation to ſome Particulars, or trame and coin a Story that mil 
appear Plauſible, and let it once take Air, and we will ſox 
help to tranſmit it further, and by this means we ſhall rag i 
Revenge on them, | di. 

But what a dreadful Blow would be given to Chriſtianity 
the Opinion of its profeiled Enemies, ſhould all Parties labourth 
rake together the foul and enormous Offences of particularPer 
ſons amoneſt thoſe they do Oppoſe, and then publiſh them 
the World, as what the whole Party doth either approve, 
may juſtly be charged with ? 

There is'no doubt but this Church (the? :its Government a6 
Conſtitution be ſo pure, juſtifiable, and conſonant to 
lical Pradtice) would ſuffer very much, ſhould but the almolt 0 
dinary miſ-carriages of a great number who pretend to the Ce 
gy be expoſed to publick view z with ag account of —_— 
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ment they meet with, or at leaſt how free they arefrom Threats 
and Moleſtations, whilſt others who lead better Lives, and. are 
moreconſtant and diligent Preachers, and do expreſs on all Oc- 
cafions more of that Charity and Forbearance towards all men, 
which Chriſtianity doth ſo much commend and inforce, are 
frowned upon, and left = to the Rage and Fury of beſotted, 
frantick, and Debauch'd Bigots. There is no defence againſt un- 
juſt Prejudice. | : 

3. They apprehend, that the ſtrict and koly Lives of Religi- 
ous men do very much reproach their lewd and vicious Courſes. 
Ateaſt they find that their pure and holy Doctrines do. occaſion 
them anguiſh and unquietheſs, diſturbance and trouble in the 

rpetrating of their bzloved Wickedneſſes. Why could not 
Ib ſutfer John Baptiſt to keep his Head any longer ? It was 
becauſe ſhe could not live quietly in her uncleannels with her 


Husbands Brother, whilſt he was {till Preaching to Herod, that ie $44.14: 36 | 


was not lawful for him to have her, Indeed there 1s not any thing 
doth more effeually diſcover the horrid Loathſomneſs of wick- 
ed mens Luſts and Practices, than the Chaſt, Holy, and ſtri& 
Converſations of Pious men. And therefore they are ſo much 
2painſt them,even becauſe their Doctrines and Lives do ſo much 
reprove their wicked Works of darkneſs. 

4- Holy men are carrying on a different work from that which 4 
ungodly lewd men are Deſigning and Afting. They are ſervants 
to different Maſters, and therefore it is not to be expected they 
ſhould accord very well. The good Man's work doth defeat 
and ruin the Sinners, and therefore he is againſt him, and doth 
perſecute him all he can ; becauſe he belongs not to his Compa- 
ny, but is labouring to deſtroy his Maſters Kingdom, and over- 
throw what he eſteems his own greatelt Intereſt. If ye were of the "PRE: 
World,the World would love his own, but becauſe ye are not of the World, 19 at 
but I have choſen you ont of the World,therefore the World hateth you. 

5. This proceeds many times from a very ſtrong and Power- 7 
ful impulſe of Satan. As wicked men are his Slaves and doing _ 
his Work, ſo he doth irritate and excite in a ſpecial manner to 
this very Inſtance of Perſecuting the Godly. "The Devil thinks 
he has moſt work done when the greatelt number of Righteous 


men fall : And he concludes that if he could by his Inſtruments 
| C2 abſolutely 


] 
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— ablolutely ſuppreſs the Righteons, h2 ſhould Reign and Tx. 
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umph in the World withoutany Opp» +tion. The Neyil Rules 
m the hearts of the Children of D:ſobedrenze, And it is worthon 
Obſervation, that immediately b2fore Judas went to the Hi . 
Prielt, &c. to inform againſt and betray his Maſter, itis faid;þ 
Devil entred into him : $o that one main inſtance, whence it is that 


Luk.22, 3. wickedPeople do perſecute the Righteous, ts becauſe the Devil i; in 


th:m, The Devil doth as truly polleſs, at, and-govern then 
that Perſecute the Righteous, as he did-thoſe that were called 
Demoniacks,when our Saviour was upon Earth. And tho he d 
. not cauſe them now to Tear and Rent, 'and Torture themſelves 
as they didthen, yet he has a more dreadful Influence on their 
Souls, and indangers them much more as to their ſpiritual and 
Mal Eſtate. 

| am now in the lalt place to apply what has been diſcourſe 
concerning Perſecution ; and will doit in a few Words. 

1. For the ſupport and Incouragement of the Righteous, when 
Perſecuted and indiſtreſs. Take care that the Reproaches and 
Violences of the ungodly do not afright you fromyour upright- 
nefs, nor ſhake your ſtedfaſtneſs. - Thoſe ſtorms and rung 
Winds, their Threats and Menaces, ſhould not break or over- 
throw you, but ſhould rather have the ſame Influence on you, 
that blaſts and Tempeſts have on firm and thriving Trees, whillt 
they break and overturn thoſe that are Rotten and weak, they 
do only cauſe the other to take deeper and faſter Root. 

This is no more than what you muſt expect, and what ey 
g00d ' man ought daily to prepare for. He that is reſolved for 
Heaven muſt go through many Tribulations ; you are warned of ſuch 
Treatment before-hand. Our Saviour has dealt fo plainly with 
all. his Followers in this particular, that 1t 1s one great part ofa 


#2: Chriſtians work to live alway in Expectation of thoſe things, that 


ſo he may not be ſurprized when they come. We have our eve- 


-? ry days Croſs to wait for, and mult be willing to take 1t up, and 


bear it away with Chearfulneſs, when ever it:comes. We hare 
not the cleareſt and mo uaqueſtionable Eviden ces of the Truth, 
at leaſt th:zPower of Chriſtianity in and over us,tillwe can chear- 


fally part with and reſiga up all, yea with Triump" bear away. 


Reproaches, and-Fears, and falſe Accuſations ; till we can lay 


down 


(own | 
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{own our yery Lives rejoycingly for Chriſt, his Goſpel, and 
kaligion, 'if occaſion be. / 

Andif God ſees fit to bring you-to-the Tryal; it is that you 
wp have the ſtronger aſſurance of your unfeigned Love to him, 
adunconquerable intereſt in him. And that you may diſplay 
the Efficacy and Beanty of Religion unto the World in the moſt 
mdeniable and Conſtraining Inſtances. The Perſecutions of the 
&t Chriſtians gained Chriſtianity a great Repute, and made 
JF fch an entrance for it into the World, as could never be ſtopt 
por hindred, till Sloth, Carnality, and Superſtitious conceits 
pdcorrupted the Minds and Lives of its Profeſſors, anc this 


kpned after they were burthened and over-loaded with Ho-- 


wirs, Eaſe, Preterments, and a multitude of unneceſſary, and 
ons outward Accommodations. 

The Saints and people of God have met with the ſame Treat- 
gent in all Ages.” This has been their Lot and Portion, when 
they have lived among wicked looſe People. And we gene- 
nlly find that they took great Satisfaction in it. Our bleſſed Sa- 
riour was uſed thus himſelf. How was hereviled, ſcorned, re- 
machd, falſely accuſed, Spit upon, Buffeted, Whipt, and' at 
lt diſgracefully Crucified, . by a degenerate inhumane People ? 
lou ſee the greateſt and moſt abſolute Innocence is not ſafe, 
mm the Malicious rage, and violence of ungodly men. The 
Apoſtles preſently afrer were ſerved in the ſame manner. And 
men they were Scourged, to render them a publick ſcorn and 
reproach, they went away rejoycing that they were counted 
worthy to be thus uſed for Chriſt. Ir is one part of the Vocati- 
0 you are called to, to ſuffer for Chriſt, Ph. 1. 29. The more 
hat wicked men do load you with Contumelious Language,and 
opreſlive Fines and MulCts, or do inflict on you Corporal Pu- 
Mikments and Torments, the more they do to raife you to the 
Likeneſs of the bleſſed Jeſus. 

And indeed it is not the leaſt matter of rejoycing, that: they 
"ho Perſecute you, are ouly ſuch as are born after the Fleſh. Your E- 
xmes are they that'are Enemies to God and Chriſt ; worldly, 
knſuak devillith men, who glory in therr Shame, who make their 
belly they G od, who are Enemes to the Croſs of Chriſt, and whoſe end 
#Defiraftion, It-is a much greater diſgrace, to bz reſpected and 


ſpoken: 
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, — 


ken well of, by ſuch as theſe, than to have them Umon hit, 


ting out their Venom, and darting- forth their forked 


and Stings againſt you : They will uk well of nonebutf 


ſ 
are infected with their Diſeaſe. he 


y that are the fj ma 


tan, will undoubtedly have ill will to the Children of God, 


But what a rejoycing is it, that by this very means, 


you zre 


ſo particularly aſſured of a moſt glorious Recompence: Belide 
the inexpreſſible Conſolation God will ſecretly Communicate x 


preſent, he has rene and1n a ſpecial manner promiſed, 1: 


comprehenſible Felicities hereafter. ar. 5. 10,11, 12,1 


Petg14 


But then you mult be ſure that. what you ſuffer for, be the cak 
of Chriſt. Let it be true and real Religion, Conſcience 


and not any groundleſs Phancy, unreaſonable Humor, or wa {| 


countable Reſolution and ſtubbornneſs you ſuffer for, Eſpecih 
1 Pet. 4 beware that none of you ſuffer as a Murderer,, or as a Thief, aus 
I5. Evil doer,, or as a buſie Body in other mens Matters, Thef are tk 
faults and Characters of Perſecutors themſelves, and for th 
things men ought to ſuffer. See that your Conſciences be dex 
and well informed. Take care to underſtand the thing you w- 
tend for. Weigh your Opinions and your Practicesinthe Zalar 
of the Santtuary. Be ſure your cauſe be Good, and then ifymuar 
Perſecuted and do ſuffer, come wfider what Denominatioa ju 


will, and let your Perſecutors be who they will, of how ga. 
Power and Authority ſoeyer, 1 dare and will pray that Peazny, 


be upon you, and upon the whole Iſrael of God, 1t is the Cauſe 
makes the Martyr, tho it isnot alway the Cauſe that mike ts 


Perſecutor. 


21y. Let this caution you, that you be not guilty of this 

It will be found at laſt, a very dreadful thing to be aPerkats; 

for by this means you become fighters againſt God. Anddr 

x Cer. 10. ye reſolutely Provoke the Lord to jealouſie, are ye ſtronger tha'k' 
22. Did ever any ſet themſelves againſt God and proſper? The Lat 
Teſus doth take what is done to his Followers res 


done to himſelf. And he will terribly avenge himſelf 


verfaries and Deſtroyers of his People. You cannot hurt thePw 
Zith, x. 8. ple of God, bur you offend and pierce God himſelf i the 8 
Luk, 18. 7» If his Eye. And will nt God (think you) avenge his own Eli 


8. cry day and mpght unto him ? Trelt you he will avenge them jr, | 


— 
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| were better for you, you had never been born,or that ſome 
tal and miſerable ſtroke had ended your Lives, as ſoon as you 
{aw the Light, than that you ſhould live to be Perſecutors. Mar. 
1. 6, Have not Perſecutors alway come to ſome fearful end ? 

If you would not pull down Divine Vengeance on your own 
Heads, if you would not make your ſelves and your Poſterity in- 
famous to all Generations, by inhericing the moſt dreadful Cur- 
ſes on your Bodies, your Eſtates, and all your Intereſts and Con- 
cerns, if you would not be the general abhorrence of mankind, 
if you would not Rot away Piece-meal whilſt you are alive, if 
you would not be your own unpitied Executioners, if you would 
not be filled with Horror and Conſternation by reaſon of a 
Wounding, Terrifying, and accuſing Conſcience, if you would 


- not Purchaſe toyour ſelves the hotteſt Climate and Region in 


the infernal Pir, but can be content with an 0rdinary Damnation, 
ifyou have Do deſireto be the worſt, the moſt miſerable, the moſt 
Contemptible, of all that ſhall inherit everlaſting burnings, take 
heed of this Sin» The Devil never feaſts ſo deliciouſly, as when 
ſerved with Perſecutors and Informers. 

How variouſly and ſtrangely has God teſtified his Diſplea- 
ſure and Wrath againſt Perſecutoars? Whole Volumes might be 
filled with bare Relations. Thoſe Judgments have been inflict. 
ed on them, to make them a ſcorn and abhorrence, and a war- 
ning $0 Poſterity, which were never known, or heard of in the 
World, till they were puniſh'd and made infamous by them. 
And if you be Perſecutors, God has the ſame, and greater 


Plagues and Judgments in ſtore for you- 

. lknow there are few who apply themſelves to this Courſe, 
but they flatter themſelves, and endeavour to ſatisfie others 
with ſome or other falſe and pretended Excuſes. But alas ! what 
will theſe avail you, whilſt they are ſo Thin and Hollow,not on- 
ly the All-ſeeing-God, but the ordinary ſort of People can ſee 


through them ? Unleſs the cauſe be too black and horrid to ob- 


tain the Patronage of Hell, or the Actors be ſordid and ſcanda- 
lous enough to make the Devil aſhamed of them, he will furniſh 
with ſome pretence to palliate and gloſs the Fact. 

But it isnot enough that you haye ſomething to plead and 
fay in your own defence amongſt men, unleſs it be what will be 
warranted 


19. 


Dr. x ""_ 
lingf. tre- Church, whom he wall vouchfafe n0t only Crowns of Glory to, but it ng 


nic pr ebe Auredle too, if there be any ſuch thing there. 
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warranted ard approved by the Judge of-all, for if your 5 
Varniii ihe feycrity you uſe toothers, as to obtain therknai 
ble opinion -of the generality of men concerning It, what wil | 
Lis avail you, it when you appear before the great Tribuza, Y ofthe 
you be tound amongſt Perſecutors ? All falſe Colours, 2nd mn. Ira 
retric40us paint will then diſappear. | MN 

Now to jecure-you from: this 'danger, it wilDbe needfut:t YadFor 
have 2 conſtant regard to theſe two Rules. | | 

i. Have nothing to do with hvrting, or .contratting damzgs Y Nay) 
on any ſerious, upright, Conſcientious Chriſtian. Be not acceſſury | Wie inde: 
tor a World to the Ruine, or needleſs prejudice of any one, wig! aditn 
Itands faſt in the faith of Chriſt. Thole who agree with us inal" ſu did 
the Subltantials of Religion, and add no dangerous or: deſttutize-Raouat 
Tenet to theſe, who are Holy,SoberChaſte, Temperate, Rights Y This 
ons, Compallionate and Merciful, and who no way endeayour ts Wrendi 
diſturb the publick Peace, but are V igorous Proteltants, and Re-Wurts i 
ſolute oppoſers of the commoi Enemies of our Religion, and Wept: 
vil Rights, they ought (eſpecially conſidering} our preſent Ciri*ha to 
cumſtances) to be ſo far from being perſecuted -and op aroy 
as to have all the Incouragement and Countenance that Nay. 
Chriſtians, and Loyal Subjects can claim and. deſerve. Do ww Junta 
hurt, perſccute, or revile any, whom you have reaſon tobeliog* Y6; a 
the Lord Jeſus will own, approve and 'bonour. Will Chriſty Yap! 
thank, men at the great day for kgeping ſuch out from Communion with Yrs 


oh | 
, : } 
It had been well for 7:lare, if he had harkened to that ſeaſog Y| ta 


| Mar, 27. able meſſage, Have thou nothing to do with that juſt man," "+ Won 


2.. Take heed of, and avoid the very appearanees' of this' Si Ii 
Keep at as greata diſtance from it; as polhible. Do not cherilhiy "3&0? 
your minds any thing that may ingage or incline to- it. Cat# 
way all unjuſt Prejudices, Mortifie Wrath and Anger, and:fiut "Y® * 
your Ears againſt them that would. incenſe you againſt thoſe you *M 
dilter trom, by reporting falſe and maliciousſtories'of them, ®9 

Suppoling, it could not properly be called Perſecution to-pro- 
{ecute and be ſevere with People about thoſe things! which you 
are ſatisfied in your own minds, God hath not concern'd himſelf 
about,either byCommanding or forbidding them; yetyourRuit- 

| mt | 


ber 
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yg or making others ſuffer extreamly for theſe things, whilſt 
ter have other apprehenſions either of the Nature or uſe 
{them , ſtill unavoidably look too like Perſecution ( I think ) 
br 2 ſerious Compaſſionate Chriſtian to tolerate himſelf in. 
This ſeems not to have any of that meekneſs, Condeſcention, 
adForberance our Religion doth ſo expreſly and ſo vehement- 
force. 
=—_ addicting your ſelves to ſuch Courſes, will indanger 
ke indearing of a rough, ſowre, and unpeaceable temper to you. 
lod itmay be it will at laſt hurry you into ſuch Exorbitances, as 
mu did not. at firſt either Deſign, or think of : nay , which will 
gount to inexcuſable and down-right Perſecution. 
This will certainly make way for your en tertaining very unjuſt 
Wizudices againſt others. It will lay you liable to greater Tranſ- 
zts in your Paſſions. It will expoſe you to more and ſtronger 
wptations, than” you are at firit aware of ; it will lay you 0- 
ja to the wiles of Satan, that cunning Adverfary , and great 
Yetrojer of the Godly. 
Nay, it is probable enough, that when thoſe Chriſtian Senti- 
mtsand Reſolves you do at preſent retain, are a little worn 
Be; and by diſuſe tka feeble, the very defire and ambition 
"Yiaquaintance with men of Power and Repute, who are Em- 
Yuri Proteſtants as ſuch, may ingage ou in thoſe Practices, 
xk both your deceitful Hearts, and the. better hopes of others, 
W& you bzlieve you ſhould for ever deteſt. 
ka very ſeldom Attempts to draw any man to direft Perſe- 
fn at hrſt 5 He only leads themat 
des them by degrees. But when he | has ohce brought wiew i 
Pepleaſure in ſeeing others ſuffer, tho/not for real Religion, the 
Petineſs. of Blood, or the- atisfaction' of gerring Wealth, or 
F* Honour of being careſſed by great men , will indang&t to 
"Yale them to undertake with unconcernednefs and Triumph 
J* molt barbarous and inhumane Perſecotions im 
An know not where they ſhall ſtop, if once: they give way fo 
a, or their 6wn corrupt tnicknations, is matters of this N#- 
we. People do ſometimes att thoſe things ander the Altera- 
90-0 their outward Eſtate and Condition , and becotte ſo 
anely Savage and cruel, as they conld not before —_—— 
D whiC 
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which they. could not endure to think' of without the li 


Concernment and Indignation, 2 Kings. 8, 12, 13, ' + 

But notwithſtanding all this, you may expreſs your Love to.al 
Zeal for the Church, its Service, and its Ceremonies , ſuf. 
ently other ways. I diſſwade-not from any Methods which & 
any way tend to the -Honour of our Church, or the making 


real Proſelytes : but only from thoſe which indanger its Re 


tation,.and are not at all ſuitable to the Matter and Occafmd * 


our Differences. I would perſwade you to be as fairhful ap 
ſible to the Church and its Intereſts, but uot to expreſs your Zei 
in ſo confuſed and prepolterous a way, as will be deſtruftirey 
humane Society , or indanger your waſhing your Hands in te 
Blood of Innocents : Uſe all the Scripture, and rational Ars 
ments you can to Win upon, and overcome, and Convince then 
that Diſſent ; but beware of Extremity and Violence. 

How Ridiculous and Abſurd is it, to hear Men Talk wy 
Gravely:: at ſome times, that the Church hath no Weapons but 
Tears aud Prayers, and yet preſently to-ſee the fame Men ulng 
Rods, and Swords, and Axes in the Churches Behalf ? Whentle 
Church-is in danger of being Clouded , Eclipſed , and Orr- 
come and. Suppreſt by Popery, then it is unlawful to endeayorr 
to. helpour.felyes, we muſt only lie proſtrate, and try ifyea 
waſh away our Sorrow with our Tears, or, at moſt, contentor 


felves- with Lord help us. But when we-confider them we we” 


got an Aſcendency over, it becomes Glorious (and inde 
more than Chriſtian ) to Swagger and Triumph, and tread wa 
, Men of the ſame Religion with our ſelves, only becauſe they (if 
from us in ſome unhappy Circumſtances.---- - | 
When the Church doth ſtand upon-its proper Baſis, and ſlr 


Iſ- 65.25. in its Native Beauty and Luſtre, there” will be fo: hurting i 6! 


* #Toly Mountain. 
hat Method which hath moſt of Lenity, Forbearance, Lo, 
and Meekneſs, doth beſt comport with the Nature and Deg 
of Chriſtianity, 'and.moſt anſwers that Temper our Saviour: 
his Apoſtles commended to the World, both by theit Pra 
and Precepts, Luke 9g. 55. 2 1im. 2.24. 
3ly. Let me ſay a few Words to you that are Perſecutors, 
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that are Vilifying and Reproaching, Fining, and Deſtramng® 


I 


E 
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ZI" Uardering and tearing in Pieces the Member of Jefus Chriſt, if 
have any Shadow of humanity yet remaining, be perſwa- | 

d&d to refle&t on what you do, conſider what your Condition 1s. | 

[f you.are not become Cruel like the Oftriches in the Wilderneſs : If Lam. 43» 
Conſciences be not ſeared with a hot Iron : If you do not believe 

that your Impieties are a ſure and impregnable Safeguard and De- 

fence againſt all the Thunder-Bolts of Gods Vengeance z if you 

think they do not make you as Impenetrable by the Arrows of 
. the Almighty, as- the Scales of the Leviathan render him by 
the Arrows which are commonly caſt at him ; then deliberate a 
while, and think ſeriouſly, whether one time or other you ſhall 
not be aſhamed of, and ſorry for 'what you now perpetrate ? If 
you Believe: there is any Truth, or any Honeſty, or ary things 
that ate Pure,or Juſt, 'or Lovely,or of good Report;or if there Hbe- 

any Virtue, then conſider how cotitrary to, and inconſiſtent with 

all theſe, Perſecution 1s. 

© Perſecution isa ſin that deſtroys common Humanity : It makes 
you mach more fit tobe baniſt'd from all Reaſonable Society, to 
abide in the Wilderneſs and Defart, with the Ravenous Devyour- 
ing Monſters you reſemble,than to be permitted to Prey on thoſe 
who are as humble as the Child, as Meek and Innocent as the 
Dove. 

You that are Informers and Perſccutors, be ye who you will, ” 
of .what Name, - Size, Quality ſoever, ' you are of the worlt Ex- 

_ traftion of all other Creatures. Te are of your Farther "the Devil, John. 3.14. 
and the Luſts of your Father ye will do ;, He was a Mitrrderer from " 
the. Beginning, and abode not in the Truth, becauſe there'is no Truth | 
mhm, And if you Believe not this, you may read the Reaſon of 
pÞE Unbeliefin the Next Verſe ; Becauſe / rell you the Truth, ye 
eleve me not. OO ROI LINUGL UL} 

You are at preſent the Reproach of Human Race Judgments 
and Curſes of the greateſt Size await ' you here, 'ahd-are rea-' 
dy to be poured out upon you, to make you Inſtances of aſtoniſh- 

_ Ing, Vengeance, an Abhorrence to all the World, and an Inſup- 
portable Burthen unto your ſelves. Nor is this your wholePorti- [ 
on, for more than ordinary Wrath, thoſe Torments,'and Hor- 
rors; which have peculiar ,, and” moſt enyenomed Mixtures -in 
them, .are prepared and kept in Store,” to make your Eternity 
| : Jas | more 
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verſe, 6, £td, and your Thoughts troubled, the Foints of your Lows will be hoſed, 


(24 ) ys 
more amazing and dreadfyl,- than that which. will for '7 
he 7 je Ye" other Sans or ener ie the 
' If Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting Firt 
the Dewl and his Angels, be the mildeſt ry, £e thy, 
pronounced on them, who have only with-h:1d their Charity, ad 
not adminiſtred to the Neceſlities of Chriſts Members; wia 
a terrible Damnation muſt you expe*t , who have both harder. 
ed your ſelves againſt all their Tears and Complaints , ther 
Groans and Entreaties, and added Affliction to their aficion? 
What will be your Doom when Chriſt ſalt come to be Glorifetis 
hs Saznts, and ſhall charge you in particular with pulling the Food 
qut of the Mouths, and Cloaths from the Backs of his dearet 
Children, yea, with eating their very Fleſh, and drinking thei 
Blood ? With taking from them their Means for Subſiſtance, ti 
fling their .Houſes, devouring their Goods, waſting their Eſtate, 
and haling them to Goals and Priſons ? | 
You that perſecute the Righteous, that you may maintainyour 
Luſts, and gratifie your Luxurious Appetites and. Deffres with 
their Wealth. and Eſtates, there is a dreadful Hand of Vengeance 
ready to appear: againſt you. For all your Roffing and Hettoring, 
your Swearing and Damning, your Carouzing and Quaffing, you 
Healthivg and Whoring , for all your ſeeming Jollity and Mirth, 
your Cauatenances, wall cnnge, Palenefs ſhall ſeize your Face, 
Aſtaoiſkment and Fears your Ninds : You are at Preſent but a 
ing afreſh Belſhazzar's Folly and Wickedneſs : You are drinkiy * 
the Blood of Innocents inſtead of Wine, you are feaſting your 
ſelves. with the Subſtance of the hm The Veſſels you uſ 
are purchaſed with the Lives and Eſtates of the Juſt and Upright 
For theſe things God will not Refrain, but wilt certainly be Anengd 
of ſueb. Wickednefs. When the Divine Hand doth write jor 
Doom ( as certainly it will ) then witl your Counrenance be cho- 


OO ome as we .- woo win mn = © = = a Ss 


ſelves Drunk with: Wine, and. your being compaſſed about wit 
great Men and Nables, with your Wives and Concubines, wil 
not: preſerve-you-from theſe Effects. —” 

What will you-ſay for your own Vindication, when the Lan 
Jfus ſhall appear in all his Glory, and particaturiy np 


and' your Knees will ſmite one againſt another, Your —— | 


Fi 
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Kh Hirting, Defaming, Impoveriſhing, Starving, Fining, and 
ouch Nis and wy Friend, Servant, or Child of his 7 For 
all your confident Domineering at preſent, tho you look and ralk 
now, 2s if you would Frown, and Threaten, and Swear them, 
and 2ll that are Advocates for them, into Goals, nay into their 

and, were it poſſible, lower than that z a Time is haſtning 
when ſhame and Confuhon will cover yonr Faces, and an-t2n6- 
minious Silence ſhall betray your Guilt. A Day B now approaxch- 
ing when. you will thtnk it a kind of HappineFs, i you might 
fink privately into the Places of Eternal Torment, and fo eſ- 
ape the ſolemn Reprimand and Condemnation you mult have 
for this Sin in particular, before all the Workd. | 
E- know there are ſeveral things you mfiſt on, to 'juſtifie your 
ſelves in what you do. But alas ! they are ſuch poor, and thiny 
and flight Excuſes, they will be fo far from yielding-youany Re- 
liefin the Judgment day, that had you any Shame, or Grace, and 


Modeſty,. you would blnſh to- name them at preſent. And that 


you may not any longer cheat "your ſelves with a vain pretence, 
that you have enough'to juſtife your im what you do ;'I will 
briefly name what you principally truſt to, and then ſhw you 
how fooliſh and impertinent ſuch Excuſes be, 

There are three things generally Infiſted on by Informers and. 
Perſecutors, for their own Vindication : They are theſe. 1.” They 
fay they do no more than what the Law doth Countenance thera 
1n. 2. The Perſons they proſecnte are' Dangerons, Seditious, Re 
bellious People. 3: What they do, is ont of Love to , and 'Zeat 
for the Chorch. 

Theſe things are commonly alledged, and Peopte do depend 
on them as Sufhcient and Unanfrerable But how uthuft: theſe 


teſtants, I hope all are ſatisfied who doheartily ve the Re- 
tion. Now the Proſecution of Diſlenting Proteſtants a- 
mongſt our ſelves, is generally defended by the- fame Arguments. 


Pretences be, when pleaded by forreign Perfecttors'of the Pro--. 


And tho 1 acknowledge there is a great Differetige in UG, 
| ma 


on the account of which the Proteſtants are profecuted” het 

m other paces, yet all thoſe Abatemerits 'beirip” allowed for; th 

Rmury of oar Fierce and Furious Proſecutors cannot be&excy- 
from Guilt by theſe Inſtances, This will appear more clesrly;if 


WE. 
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WA 13 iſt,” Yon ſay you-do no more than the,Law alloyeth, To thy 


lanſwer-in theſe following Particulars, x : 

£ 1. You-do generally underſtand the Law as little as any other 
yid. Dr. People: And oftentimes when the Law is on a Mans ſide, as tothe 
Burner's matter: of. what he, does, it 1s againſt him in the Method he gþ- 
_ ſerves. This is undeniably Evident in the Perſecytion' of the Pro. 
theRights teſtants in Fraxce. | ied), an meled amore 
of Priiic. | . . 
ea to.find out the Intention and Meaning of the Laws, :do put ano- 

2. ther: interpretation; on them than, you do.-And therefore 
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tions. eres 
'Þ 3. The Proſecution of theſe Laws hath been dectared Incone- 
__— nient and Hurtful to. the Proteſtant Religion, by them whoa 
of .-o'© derſtand the Nature, the Tendency, and the Obligation of the 


of Comm. | | 
in. 10, Laws, as well.or better than any -of the Violentand Outragio 


ſeemsvery the-[.aws, yet the Opinion of ſo great, Honourable, and Au 
_—_ an Aſſembly , ſhould have ſo much Influence, as to. check tix 
ades inordinate-Zeal ſome. are, too apt to, lay out .1n their unneceſſary 
Judgm. Jafarmations,and Preſentments. . - 1, 2/8 1212 0 
when at _...4. .1& you-mulſt-needs.expreF your Zeal for eſtabliſhed Lam 
Breds. there are, athegs. which: 'you .may underſtand more. ealily,,as 
+ the;Tranſgrelling of which wilt be more obvious toyou, andy 
the. purſuance of which; you, may do the Church and the King 


[Scaring Jorunkegnels,, Praphaning [the Lords,Days ©, Ba 
3t thoje Lays whithare,jufor&d by God as well as Men,aogrd 
: —_ and Authority over you 'as thoſe which. axe only. fir 
mane. Sanctions ? Your talking-of the Law 1s of no neghtorf 


n£00d SEryice, v6; 11 hoſe Laws, which are. made agaul 


we conſider the Particulars-pleaded diſtin&ly, and by themſetza. © 


ho which Proſecytars. of them. And tho this cannot Repeal 7:3 .y. 


w (27) 
nwyour ſelves do, reſolutely -Tranſgreſcyevery. Day thoſe Laws 


which are of;greaterjand more general Ule. (ins, of ot! 
2h. But you fay in the econ laces that thole you Proſecute; 
ze Dangerous, Seditious, and R<bellious People. 
[f you can prove this Charge againlt themy tn Gods Name 'g0 4». 
on, and neyer ſpare them, ' But ; 1s 1c not very, Unjuft to: fay they 
wreRebellious,..and:not. proye, any thing ofthis Natinte againlt 
' them? Why do,you, not inform againlt; them under this Notion, 
and then prove it ſubltahrially agaioſt;them f But ;to-talk thuss — = 
and when all comes to be inquired- into, it 1s nothing but for ſer 
ring God, when, it may be, you were ſerving the Devil and you? 
Luſts ina Tavern-or Brothel Houle; -1s, ths moſt yillanous W ickr 
edneſs imaginable. _— | 0d bigs od £63 
ls not this to write afjer the mplt extravagant Inſtance'we bave Prele m 
in the French Perſecutors ? Nay, -is it not to out-do what _t$-res > ty 
rtedof the Intendant of Rochefort, who ſuppreſſed a Proteſtant ;,,,} » 
Kaiſer when.the Deponent, could ſay nomore, -but that #9 there 21. 
was rothing to be found fault with mm his words, yet. he percerved his 
thoughts were, 20t 1anocent Fj - 1 tes Mi ge trig? offi 2D BuT 
Betides..many of thoſe, you, Praſecute, have /given great*D6« 
monſtrations of their Loyalty, having; ſuffered more-1n the late 
Times of Uſurpation, for the King,. than many, if not all of 
ou have, and contributed. much mote to; the bringing of ' him 
back to his Crown, and other jult,rjghts.. Thoſe; who-never did 
more for. the King, than, make themſelves-Dxunk-wizh-drinking 
his Health, are not fit to compare in:Pojnt of Loyalty with them 
that loft- their Eſtates, and hazarded their Lives-for him. . And 
5-4 of the moſt conſiderable Diſſenters, did even then,, whet 4t was ot DrBurnet's 
0 JA 


in Fuſtice- cannpt be. denyed: them, and -many, of them were names p. 16, 
Attrve, and Induſtrious, and were indeed highly inſtrumental in the 
bringing home of his Majeſty that now Reigns. © -, | 

3ly. You pretend that all you do is out of.Love. to,,and Zeal for 24y-: 
the \Church., To: which-1 offer- theſe following Gonſiderations,-: 
which may diſcover how falſe this -pretence.is. | - TOTES 

1. You are not qualified to do the Church any.Service. The * *: 
Church fuffers*more- by the Ungodlineſs and Debauchedneſs of T 
your 


| 
e t0 doit, 4s it 15 10W, openly Aeclare againſt if (11.6, the. Murder Prberm,| 
of the late Kin? ). both 51 their, Sermons. and Writings. Th? is. \whit Jar. 1681. 
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(28 ) | 
your. Lyes than by any one thing whatfocyer. All the Dj: 
ſetters in the Nation C—_—_— the Church half {þ mag, 
as you drunken, ſwearing, Profane Informers and Perfecttors 4 

Indeed the Church would be much better withont 


with you ; and could ſhe proceed againſt you in fore of thee 


ways you would have her uſe againſt others, ſhe would do her 

ſelf great Right, and very much commend that Purity, and Ho- b, 
linets and ftrictneſs, which would greatly adorn her, and which ju 
&/by your means very much Obſcured. 

/ Can any thing reflect more apon a Church , than to have thes 0 
Men countenanced in proſecuting others, who do themſelves dif. { 
cover noreal Love to God or Religion, and of whom no V 
can be ſaid by others, nay, who have nothing to fay in ther om £ 
Vindication, but that when they are in the height of their Dk. | f 


bauches, when they are Drunk and Prophane cnough to be the 


Reproach and abhorrence of all Society, they do then pretend 
to admire and a 1 the Church, and do decry, and rail at, ad ] 
fivear againſt Diſſenters. 


You dothe Church an unſpeakable Injury , you prejudice her 
almoſt beyond Repair, by pretending either Love for, or Al. 
lance unto her. For by this means yon do what you are ablety 
Repreſent her to ſtrangers as the only Receptacle of, and Sand 
ary for the moſt infamons Criminals and Villains. It is no'@+ 
dit to -any'Woman, be ſhe never ſo Chaſte, Sober, and Hontk, 
that the greateſt Debauches, and lewdeſt Miſcrearts are income 
ged for her Service, and claim her Patronage. 

And that which renders you ſtill more unht for this Service 
you intrude your ſelves into, is, that you would make the Church 
conſiſt only of ſuch! as your ſelves , and dare impudently deer 
all the Sober, Moderate, and" Pious Conformiſts, withthe fame 
Virutence you ſet.your felves againſt them you call Noncondor- 
miſts. So that were it in your Power, you would turn the Churth 
into a meer Stew, or Ale-houſe, or School of Sin and 

There are, God knows , too to00 many Debanchees m the Nation, who 
ht great Champions for the King and the Church, bath | 


Dr. Fowl- 
&'s Afﬀize mould be 


Serm. infinite prejudice to both, by -the' mad and frantick, Expreſſwns of their | 
168. P. Zeal . tare mighty — Fanaticiſm, by charging all witls it tha 


rms uot with themto the ſame Exceſs of Rior. Fe 
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" Artoall thoſe who pretend to be of our Communion, and yet live ſean- 
dalows Lives, and think, that their owning themſelves fir the Sons 
the Church, will make attonement for their Immoralities, it is to (go qhe | 
2ar'd they have done #s more hurt, than ever they will do us good. 
And unleſs th:y would reform, it may perhaps be wiſhed that we were Commo 
bid of them. Let them declare themſelves Fanaticks, Papiſts, any 421i. 11, 
thing, rather than Members of the Chnrch of England. Jt would pey. | 679. 


haps be more deſirable to live in a mean, low affiitted Condition without 
ſuch Company, than to govern the World with it. 

2. This is an old Hypocritical -pretence, with which the Ene- 
mics of God and Religion have uſually cover*d their wicked Per- 
ſecutions and barbarous Cruelties. This cannot ſecure you from 
Vengeance. God incourages his people to hope that he would 
appear for them, and againſt ſuch as ſhould make this pretence 
for their Perſecuting them. | Hear the word of the Lord, ye that 
tremble at bis word : your Brethren that hated you, that caſt you out for 
my Names ſake, ſaid, let the Loyd be glorified; but he ſhall appear to 
your joy, and they (hall be aſhamed. They pretended what they did 


apainſt chem that trembled at the Word of the Lord, was for the 


Church, and that God might be Glorified ; but yet God would 
bring them to ſhame for their Hypocciſie. | 

lam afraid there are many who talk high for the Church, who 
would be glad to ſee her welter in her own Blood, or conſu- 
med to Aſhes witlithoſe flames they hope to kindle by their own fu. 
rious or ' intemperate Zeal. People-who are wicked enough 
notwithſtanding their loud Cries for the Church, to ſet her 'on 
firethemſelves, and then, like Nero, Triumph, -and Dance, and 
50g, when they behold her devouring Flames and utter Deva- 

10n, | 

As ſome in the late Times did very wickedly face Rebellion 
with the name of Religion, ſo it is to be feared ſome in theſe 
days do 'Cloke Popery, Revenge, and hatred to all Piety, with 
the name of the Church. All that ſwear by the Name of the Lord, 
and make mention of the God of Iſrael, do not” do it in Truth nor in 
Righteouſneſs. 2 

3. Your not Proſecuting them who play and drink, - or walk 
and loiter away the Lords day and other times they ſhould allot for 
the publick ſervice and worſhip of God, does plainly demonſtrate it 

E is 


| 
| 
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-s not any hearty Concernment for Religion, or the hohore + 


( 30) 


the Church of. England, which engages you in theſe Math 
but rather an invincible Deteſtation co Holineſs and Truth, z 
ſuch. Could you with the like Impunicy ſhut up our Church 
doors, and Revile our Liturgy, and caſt contempt onour Bj 

and all the other ſerious and hearty Officers of our -Church, K Ba 
oppoſe and contradict you in your Lults and Wickednefs, it is ng 
much to be doubted, but you would be as ſevere and Tyrannons 
this way, as you be the other. 

If you have ſuch love to the Church, why are you ſo mild, and 
favourable, and gentle towards the Papiſts, who are as preat E. 
nemies to the State as te the Church ? Why are you not for get, 
ting thoſe Laws executed which are in force againſt Field and 
Szreet-walkers, and thoſe that haunt Ale-houſes and Taverns, 
and who xe playing at Cards or Dice, wheu they (houldbe a 
Church ? And thoſe who are ratling: about ia their Coaches, or 
other ways conveying themſelves from one place to another gn 
the Lord's day, and in time of Divine Service, to perform ſome 
Idle and:Sacrilegious Viſits ? 

4+ The Methods you uſe are no way becoming the Churth, 
they will never do the Church any Service. Fotce and Violence 
will never ſatisfie Mens Judgments; They will aot-extir 
thoſe unjuſt Prejudices People have ſuckt in againſt our Chuck, 
but will rather confirm them. Theſe Courſes will not fairly te 
move Mens $ctuples. 

Suppoſe you ſhould force many to come within the Door of 
our Churches, by harſh and ſevere proceedings, what is our 
Church the better for this? Can you, together with outward 
Compulſion, infuſe into their Mings an affectionate Love ty, and 
unfeigned Approbation of our Service and W axſhip ? If not, yay 
may make our Church fuller of Hyppocrites than ſhe was belar 
but not fuller of Real and Cordial Proſelytes? You may tura the 
places for our Publick Worſhip into Priſpns, if you pleaſe; bit 
you cannot by theſe means make the Diſſenters 4 wiling Fear # 
the day of your Power. ROT” 

The Members of the Church muſt be Voluntiers, and. ut 
Preſs'd men. 9uch as are forced, will never do accepta 


They will embrace the firſt Opportunity to relinquiſh wo 


ſpatter us. 


Cd 
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"" It has hitherto been the certain Property. and CharaCter of He- 
krodox, Herggical, Popiſh, and Anti-Chriftian' ” Churches 
and People, torPerſecute and oppreſs others, or to uſe yiolear, 
ferce and rvining Courfes to advance themſelves and their "Inte- 
reſts.” And it was the way of the, pure Chriſtian Church, anci- 
ently, and ſince the Reformation, to uſe no Methods with their 
Enemies, but what, were full of Reaſon, Scripture, Meckneſs, and 
Chriſtian Forbearance-. 


The learned Biſhop of St. Aſaph does determine the Queſti- Serm, be- 


God? Or who are the Enemij fore the- 
on, Who are the Church of Go r who are the Enemies of Honks of 


it? By bringing is to this iſſue;. That they who are moſt given to 

bate kl aſtray others, eſpecially thoſe who differ from them in Relig. _— 
en, they are not the Church of God, or at leaſt they are ſo far Carrupt in 1680. p. & 
that particular. 

Theſe Courſes do not agree and ſuit with the Temper and 
Conſtitution of our Church, and therefore 1am afraid they who 
uſe theſe Methods, or countenance and incourage them who ap- 
pear boiſterous in them, are either ignorant-of, and ſtrap ers tg 
eur Conſtitution , or implacable Enemies to our Church: Ipſtead 
of doing the Church any Service, they ſeerti to ſtudy. to do her all 
the miſchief they can, under a contrary pretence. 1: 5s not the 1d p. 623 
Genus of our Church, ſhe hath no Dottrine that teacheth Perſecution, 
ſhe hath net prathiſed it, as others, when they were in Autbority, 1 
thank, God fer jt, #nd 1 hope ſhe will alway continue in that Temper, 
which being adaed to the other Marks of a true Chriſtian Church, may 
Aſure us that ſhe i5 a Church according to the mind of Chriſt. 

lt was one thing that did not a hittle commend the Proteſtant Re- 

+ Igionto the world, that after its Eſtabliſhment in theſe Nati- 

ons, tho Popery gained Power again in. theſe Kingdoms, and in 

lluenced its Profeſſors to treat the Proteſtanfs with all the Cru- 

elty and outrage that Religion doth inſpire men with, or direct 

them to, yet when in Queen Elizabeths Reign Popery was caſhier'd, 

and the Proteſtants had the Power and Laws on their ſide, they 

uſed no Violence, Fury, or Revenge at all ; Tholiving in the midſt 14 p, 28. 

of them, whoſe deareſt Friends and Relations they had Murdared, and 

the Proteſtants could ſay, There goes he that burnt my Father, or he that 
| Murder d my" Brother, or that brought them to that eruel Death, tho 
dealt 


moſt 


the Queen her ſelf could ſay who they were that in her Siſters time 
E. 2 


: 
l 


l 


(32) | 
moſt inſolently and barbarouſly with her, yet when ſhe came b 
Quren, for ten years ſbe touched rot « Hair of a ks w 

Notwithſtandiog Bonner had in the preceding Reign been a 
Dr. Ber- Moſt bloody and barbarous Perſecuror of the Pr ad 
zee; Hiſt. had often in his Perſecution of them exceeded what the Lay 
Refor.part aliowed, yet this was not revenged upon him : no, ſo far werete 
f24-p 396. Reformers from doing any thing that might look like Revenge 
that he was fuffered to g> about in ſafety, and was not made; 
Sacrifice to the Revenge of thoſe who had loſt their next Friends 
by his means. 

It was Peace, and Love, and Mercy, and Condeſcenſion, and 
Meekneſs, which brought Repute to this Church formerly, and 
adorn'd it in it's moſt flouriſhing ſtate. And why ſhould you non 
change its ancient Methods, if your Love to it be the (ame, 
and your Zeal as Regular as was that of our firſt and beſt Re 
formers ? . 
| Foerthly. ©, In the fourth place, this diſcovers what ill Offices they do 
(whether they be of the Clergy, or in other places of power) 
who are continually exciting people to inform againſt all Diſs 
ters, without making any difference. ' Peoples ſpirits are apps. 
rettly over-heated already, they are caſt into too Violent 4 
ferment ; And therefore rather than uſe any means to exaſperate 
their paſſions more, we ought all in our places to' do what ve 
can, to cool theſe heats, and reduce men to' more calm and 
gentle tempers. Eſpecially ſhould this be the care and ſtady of 
them who ” nm they have a Right to that Charater, of bs 
ing Ambaſladours and Heraulds of Peace. Your loud Declams. 
tions, your paſſionace and envenom'd Inftigations, and yoir 
ſounding Alarms from the Pulpit againſt Dillenters in general, 
will not pleaſe, nor gratifie, nor benefit any, but rhe ſenſual, 6 
bauch'd part of your Auditors. This will endanger the ts 
ting ill apprehenſions of the way you pretend to, in the mindsof 
the Soberer and more harmleſs. forxg. Such kind of Preaching 
will be Interpreted but like clapping your Hands, and looug 
on the Dogs, which inſtead of bringing People into the Churd, 
will be apt co drive them out of tae Church- Yard. $t. Paid 
refts us to a more Chriſtian Method, and ſuch an one as wil, 
generally, faithfully, aud diligently obſerved ( and we at bY 


of ( 33) 
tifed to make uſe of it ) make thouſands of more real Proſelytes to 


” 
, our Church, than common Informations, Fines, and other puniſh- 

T ments witL,make, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. 

nd ly, This calls for your Prayers for, and your Commiſeration, ; 

2w Pity, and what other help and aſſiſtance you are able to Admi- 3 Y: 

he niſter x0 them that are Perſecuted. 

ſe, You have this day beard that your Neighbour-Proteſtants are in 


2 ayery Afflicted and Calamitous Eſtate. This calls for your Pity, 
ds your Prayers, your Help, and what relief you can afford them. 
You know not how ſoon your own Condition may be the ſame 
d with theigs, if you will reſolutely adhere to your Religion, and dare 
d not deny Wilt and his Goſpel; you are at preſent ſafe, you en- 
« 

y 

, 


joy the Prognt Religion peaceably, but you have no aſſurance . 
this proſper d ſhining Day will continue long. 
Now, if yo would find help and relief from others, when deſti- 
+ tute, afflicted, and perſecuted, have ſome regard to, and let your 
| Bowels yern over your perſecured Neighbours, in this their day of 
| affif;on. Nature, Religion, Chriſtianity, all that is good and cxcel- 
lent intreat and importune your Charity. Can you deny theſe ſuf. 
ferers? Can you withhold any thing from Chriſt, imp!oring aud be- 
ſkeching your Commiſeration in theſe his afflited, perſecutcd Mcm- 
ders? "Can you eat and drink, and feaſt your ſelyes, and be merry, 
and haye no concern for Chriſt*s wandring, naked, indigent, di- 
ſtreſſed Servants and Followers? Ye that put far aw.y the Evil day, 
and cauſe the ſeat of Violence to come near, that lye upon Beds of Tory, 
and ftiretch themſelves upon thetr Couches, and eat the Lambs ont of the 
flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the [tally that chant to the ſound — 
of the Viol, and invent to theniſelves Inſtruments of Muſick Lks D.vid, | 
that drink wine #n Bowls, and anoint themſelves with the co:ef Oynt- 
ments, but they are not grieved for the aſfiittion of Jolepiy. Therfore row 
ſhall they go Captive, with the firſt that go Captive, and the Bargqiiet of 


PTL pom 1 » + 


them that ſtretched themſelves ſhall be remov ed. D: Bur 
But that you may be more duly att. ed with their Condition, 1 _ _ 


will lay before you the ſame Account which is given of it by the Rights 6 
moſt Impartial,Learned,and Celebrated Hiſtorian of this Agc. The princes i 
Account is this. the dion 

Thoſe born in the Communion of the Church of Rom? are requir'd not to he <2 
change their Religion, which was left free before. Schovls and Colledges are ml 


ſeppreſſedin moſt places. The Churches which the Proteſtant bad in the 4. ps 5 
Country Oc. 


? STE LH nn ee pt 
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"Country or ſmall T owns,are generally razed, and all Relioi bs » 


or bidden, except a Popilh Commiſſioner 5s preſent the ſmoins ſy 

ant trowy | Whon they are ſick, they are feed to rigs el 

ſtrates to come with Witneſſes to exhort them to change their Ran, 

vid, Pre- Midwives are permitted to Prattiſe but Papifts, that ſa they may Battic 
ſent State their Children,upon which it may be afterwards pretended, if they contin 


of thePro- Proteſt ants,that they are relapſea,becauſe they were habtizad moth 
eacon 


reſtants 11 ,,..1 fp Puniſhment of this 1s Terrible.No Miniſter, Elder or 
ow. | go ard viſit their Flocks,to confirm them in their Religion, when Fwy. 
policy of Wavering in it 5 Accuſations are brought upon the ſtighteſt Pritences 6 
the Cler- gainſt the Miniſters or others which are noted for their Zeal in the canſes 
gy ofFran. Religion, upon whichOrders for their impriſonment are eaſily green aut 6 
Sm | they are either forced to fly, or are ruin'd by along impriſonment, Andil 
ftants of -1ntenaants of the Provinces oppreſs them moſt unmercifully, with deſi 
that King- 34) be eaſily gueſſed,to drive them into a Rebellion,that ſo a pretenge 
dom. be given to deſtroy them all at once. No Proteſtants can be admitted 
Charge or Employment, how mean ſoever it be. Nor may they be receiel 
to any Trading or Mechanical Corporation. And to take from them law 
fidence or credit in Trade,if any Proteſtant Merchant turn Pajiſt he ca 
xot be ſued for his Accounts,or Debts,for three years thereafter. And the 
Orders are much heavier in the manner in which they are executtd, 

The preſent proceedings in PoiCtou, fſhew what the reſt are to lock fer 
the Mercenary Agents of Mr.Peliſſon prevailed ſo far on the Weakneſe 
and Neceſſities of many, as to draw them to abjure their Religion, bu 
not a few of theſe ſoon after repenting of that baſe Bargain, J, 3h 
for a few Crowns, they had ſold their Souls, and openly expreſſing thex 
Horrour for it, were clapt in Priſon, where they lye ſtill in great miley, 
only their Numbers are ſuch, that it ſeems it is not thought fit to proceed 
to-Extremities againſt ſo many at once. 

But the Intendant of that Province, My.de Marilliac, whether direflu 
by ſecret Orders,or ſet on by the fierceneſs of his ownT emperor by bu Cu 
feſſors, is not known,s reſolved to take a ſevere reven;e of the reſt of tis 
Religion for the ſake of thoſe unhappy relapſers,and has treated themmt 


'Jd, p. 59. 
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TheirGoods and their Houſes are robbed,C% their Per ſons violently aſait 
ed,and all that is done by the IntendantsOrder.TheSoldiers under wuCm. 


not only rnine their Hoſts,by the exceſſive Charge they put them tal 


private houſes are forbidden, The Synods and Coloquies 9 thei Ca 1 


Peaceble and Obedient Subjefts,but often as. Rebels and declared Enemniti 


mand are lodged only in the houſes of thoſe of the Religion, where th # 


x 
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| Contributions they exatt from them, but uſe all the means they can think. | 
of tn frighten them out of their Religion ;, tho the horrid Oaths,and Blaſphe- 


mies they breakout daily in, are but ill Arguments to perſ wade Men to turn. 
If they refuſe to go 10 Haſs, they cudgel them, they drag the Women by the 
' Þ Hr of the Head, with Ropes about their Necks, they Torture ſome with 
' Þ their Screws, they bind Men of Eighty years of Age, and abuſe their Chil- 
' Þ bin before their Eyes : and ſuch of the Souldiers as are not Guilty of thoſe 
© Crueltzes, yet ſpoil and rob their Goods, and ſe#l them publickly, they threat- 
'Þ them often with Death, if they will not change, having naked Swords 
in their Hands, or holding Piſtols to their Breaſts. And if all th:ſe means are 
nefetual, then they carry them in Sheets to Churches, and fling Holy Wa- 
ter n them, and tell them now they are made Catholicks, and if they re- 
urn again to their bereſie, they threaten them, they will accuſe them as 
Relapſers. And when Houſe- keepers are by theſe means quite Ruined, yet 
they muſt not give up their Houſes, tho they can keep them no longer, but are 
Fined 500 Livers if they quit them z and what has alwayes been the Pri- 
vilege of the Miſerable, is now denied them; for when they come to 


complain of theſe Violences to the Intendant, He, without hearing them, or- 


ſerving. the common Forms of Fuſtice, ſends them preſently to Priſon, and 
keeps them ſtill there, without framing any Proceſs againſt them, and not 
cantent with all this, the it is ſcarce to be imagined what can come aftegit, 
wriſe beyond it, when he heard that Complaints were made of theſe Out = 

4 to the King, he ſent upen that bis Officers to many of their Houſes, 
to force thew to ſign 4 Denial of the Truth of theſe Violences, which they - 
ba. [uf ered. 

And that which aggravates their Miſery, and therefore renders 
them-more deſerving of oor Commiſeration and Help, is, tharthey 
aetPeople who have done extraordinary Services for the Crown, . 
adcould never yet be charged with any undutiful Demeanour to the 
Government. And they have the ſame Rights and Priviledges with 
the other SubjeCts, aſſured ro them by as firm EdiCts and binding 
Laws, as any by which that Nation is govern'd * and yet purely on 
heaccount of their Religion; without the Guile or Charge of any 
Fault, and in direft ContradiCtion to thoſe Laws which were made 
ad often Confirmed for their Security, are they now Perſecuted 


tothe Degree before-mentioned 
Thisſhews, that neither the beſt Services the greateſt Innocence, 
 Wgnell Merits, nor the molt {acred and Solemn T yes, Engage- 
Ments or Lays, can ſecure a Proteſtant People from being treated 
tne 
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| Higvileſt Criminal and Rebels, when under the T Swery Tn] | 
Popiſh bn _5 Prince, 


Si wohty, W hich in the laſt place calls us all to repare our ſe 
What Clotids do hang over vs? What ſtorms o threaten 
vs Ignorant of the Attempts which have been wade; and are We 
Supplant and Overthrow the Proteſtant Religion, andtobiingin'Þ 
ug, as an\ overflowing Stream. ' : 

And thit which greatly threatens our loſs of the. < 
we have long enjoyed, is both the great and general In 
Debauchery amongſt us, and thattoo many of-rhsſe whs 
fire and endeavotir our Security and ' Reformation, have wp 
at Jesſt haye | declared: themſelves Enemies "to the get 
Chriſt, the publick Miniſtry ard all Ordinances. FE: 
ſetent whether, wehave br Bible,” our Services, Ind j 
Litin; or whether we bis none at all; "Theſe things 45 
unle(s we do throughout the Nation; ſet upon a ſerious and y 
we way. .expeRt our Candleſtick" will- be. removed ;" and' 
et of all our, prefent Os or-at[moſt, hur inherit 't 

| if ſo days do Ccanie who” live Godly, muſt cer 
cabion, © \ \ "Ln 
: Nor:do Itattliyoube; buy 4f-dhber Popery; or Auheliki,"<i but t, 
Nations-the Countenancean Etcourggement ofa. Prince; the 
who are now; Violent againſt Proteſtants, and Pjous People; 
Fury 'Perſecute, Qpprets and deſtroy all that will either own andwal 
approve thewſelves avowed Proteſtant s, Phys - - 
us therefore Rudy the Scriptnre diligently, be' wh my 
Faith, get our:Neartsrailed ro an unconquetableAdiiitat 
the. Bleſſed. Jeſus: Let. us, rake heed of placing too much,Cvi brite” 
Reſylution, or Ga goed Strength. Let us learn to reſign. up- Uh 
unto Gini y that wenay not fear any of t Bs 
ſhall {iifer, $4 r=Y 4 apa beſo {treogthened and "laſted by 
that we  our;ſelyes faizhfulunto Death, Thus we 
herita,Cromn' which, God-in thy Iptgks 
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*T he-Proteſtant Reconciler,, . humbly eatiog fon 
Diffenting Brethren, ih Phings Indifferent | 
Jake of” Peace > And ſhewing,” How LEES a : 
Thiags rhe-Nece ſary Conditions þ ConwWanyon. t Dr 
as Aliy-Corger, "oY 
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